
Jane Eyre

Chapter 1-3 Genre Influences

Refreshers:
What are the focal points of

1. Romantic Literature
2. Gothic Literature
3. Victorian Literature



Rotation #1

For your given passage, 
annotate on your butcher 
paper for style elements or 
traits of the indicated literary 
movement.



Rotation #2

For your given passage, select 
TWO quotes and for EACH 
quote write 2 sentences  
explaining how your chosen 
quotes support one or more 
thematic focuses of the 
indicated literary movement.



Rotation #3

For your given passage, select 
ONE quote and write 2 to 3 
sentences explaining how your 
passage THEMATICALLY relates 
to the following:

1. Gothic - “The Fall of the 
House of Usher”

2. Romanticism - “The Chimney 
Sweeper” (either)

3. Victorian - Wuthering Heights



● How does each literary 
influence emphasize a key 
aspect of Jane’s 
childhood?

 

● How does each passage 
offer potential 
foreshadowing?



The Adults in Jane’s Life. 
Working with small groups, you will be assigned one of the following 
characters, and you will work together to answer the questions below (use the 
chapters we have read thus far to aid you)
1. Mr. Brocklehurst
2. Mrs. Reed

1. General character description (who is this person? role/status 
in the novel?)

2. How is he/she generally characterized? (include a few choice 
words to “sum” up Brontë’s characterization) Consider 
behavioral as well as physical descriptions

● Find at least two quotes that support your characterization. Embed 
your quote into a contextualized sentence (one sentence per quote) 
and be sure to cite page #s.

3. How does this character influence/impact/affect Jane?
● Find at least two quotes to support your response. Embed your 

quote into a contextualized sentence and be sure to cite page #s.
4. How do you see this character impacting our understanding of the 
conflicts between social class thus far?



Expectation vs Reality
Look at the last paragraph that ends Chapter 4. How does Jane’s attitude on her 
prospects differ from earlier in the book? Find a quote for both perspectives.

How does her journey and arrival at Lowood fail to meet the expectation offered at 
the end of Ch 4? Find a quote to reflect her expectation and the reality of Lowood.

Even consider the name of 
the school - what kind of 

connotative understanding 
do we have of the word 

“institution”?



The Stages of the Bildungsroman

A bildungsroman has 4 basic stages:
1. The protagonist experiences an event that sets him/ her on a journey. This 

experience is usually a tragic loss or sense of unhappiness causes the character 
to leave his/her home or family.

2. The character is almost always stuck in an unbending social order where society 
has strict rules that one is supposed to follow.

3. A majority of the character’s conflicts result from this social order, where the 
character struggles between his/her personal needs and the judgments enforced 
by this unbending social order.

4. Eventually, the character learns how to fully enter society. The novel ends with the 
character evaluating himself/herself and his/her new place in society. This 
includes a deeper understanding of the human condition and, consequently, a 
realistic sense of personal humility and compassion for others. 



Let’s examine these key excerpts with the 
stages of the bildungsroman in mind:

● Opening of Chapter 11 - p. 111-112
○ How does Jane leaving Lowood “restart” her bildungsroman?

● Chapter 11, p. 112, p. 117, and p. 119
○ How is Jane’s experiences with rigid social orders shaping her early assumptions about Thornfield 

and her place at Thornfield?

● Chapter 12 - p. 129-130 (*This passage will be important later)
○ How can we see the internal conflicts that are key to character development in a bildungsroman?

● Chapter 14 - p. 156-162
○ What appears to be Rochester’s role in shaping Jane’s moral or psychological development in the 

bildungsroman?

● Chapter 18 - p. 215-218
○ What appears to be Blanche Ingram’s role in shaping Jane’s moral or psychological development in 

the bildungsroman? 



Brontë’s argument about the upper class...

How do the depictions of Mr. Rochester and Blanche Ingram 
and her family offer conflicting images of the upper class? 
What might be the larger argument in presenting these 
different views?



Byronic Hero Refresher:
● What are the qualities we should be looking 

for when examining a Byronic hero?



Introduction to Mr. Rochester . . .
How are the Byronic hero traits manifested in Rochester with our first meeting of him 
in Ch 12 and as he continues to interact with Jane in Ch 13,14, and 15?

● p 134 - 136
● p 141
● p 149-150
● p 154-155

Why would having a male character that seems to contradict the societal 
expectations of a “conventional” man of this time is important to the ideas being 
presented in the novel?

Why do you think Jane is so comfortable in being candid with Rochester despite her 
position as a governess?



Gothic Elements of Jane Eyre
When we are first introduced to the Gothic aspects at Thornfield in Chapter 11 on 
page 126, we must first understand a very important allusion to Bluebeard’s 
Castle. 



Gothic Elements in Jane Eyre
What are the traits of the Gothic genre? Let’s compile a list of the gothic/supernatural 
elements that we see happening at Thornfield.

One common aspect of a 
Gothic novel is the damsel 
in distress archetype. How 
has Jane Eyre inverted this 
relationship? Why might 
this switch in gender roles 
be important to the greater 
meaning of the novel?



So what could these Gothic elements represent?
Consider Jane’s time in the red room? The gothic 
elements reflected Jane’s isolation and the abuse she 
endured under the care of Mrs. Reed. Is Jane still feeling 
isolated? Does this relate to the various internal 
conflicts she has felt throughout her time at Thornfield?



Jane’s Return to Gateshead
How do the events at Gateshead  illuminate aspects of her character 
development?

● Consider specifically Chapter 21 (pages 
273 to end of chapter)

○ Do we feel any sympathy for Mrs. Reed? 
Why do you think Bronte left a character 
who had so much room for growth static? 

○ How has Helen influenced Jane even in 
adulthood?

○ How do you see this fitting into the 
important steps of the bildungsroman? 
(Consider Jane’s philosophies as a child [pp. 
66-69] vs. her actions as an adult)



Rochester’s Proposal
Review Chapter 23. What important images and symbols appear? How do 
those images and symbols aid in

1. Characterizing Jane
2. Characterizing Rochester
3. Foreshadow their future

a. Key weather events later?



Jane Eyre
Chapter 26 Analysis: 
WHAT JUST HAPPENED!?!?



The “suspended revelation” of Bertha Mason

● What details have 
foreshadowed her existence?

● How do certain details/scenes 
in the novel take on a new 
meaning with this knowledge?



Bertha Mason - 
“The Madwoman in the Attic”

● Victorian ideals: “Angel in the house” vs. “The Madwoman in the Attic”... For many the ideal of 
the “angel in the house” was oppressive

○ Author Virginia Woolf later wrote: "Killing the Angel in the House was part of the occupation of a 
woman writer."

● Bertha’s role in the novel is one of the most noteworthy considerations for a feminist 
reading/interpretation of the text… How would a feminist reading of the novel interpret her 
character? What scenes/details stand out?

● Even though they seem completely opposite, what similarities do Jane and Bertha have?
● What is Jane’s reaction to her existence? What is the reader’s? Are we supposed to detest her or 

sympathize with her?
● Do you think Bertha’s character is meant to be taken more literally, or is she more of a symbolic 

representation?
● Do you think Brontë is commenting on Victorian attitudes toward mental illness? Especially that 

of women?



Bertha Mason: The Gothic concern with madness, 
isolation, and doppelgangers.

Using pages 335-342, we need to consider these important 
points in Bertha’s introduction:

● Footnote on page 579
● What do we know about the effects of prolonged isolation on the 

individual? How does that influence our understanding of Bertha’s 
situation?

Let’s revisit page 130. Notice the appearance of Bertha’s 
laugh in conjunction with Jane’s thoughts. How could 
Bertha possibly be a doppelganger figure for Jane?



Using literary criticism to guide to us:

FORMALIST: (imagery, diction, symbolism)

HISTORICAL: (Rochester’s difficult predicament; mental 
illness in the Victorian era)

FEMINIST: (“The Angel in the House,” the proposal to Jane)


